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Fridley High School seniors honored at 
60th Scholastic Achievement 

& Recognition Banquet

Fridley High School held its 60th 
Scholastic Achievement & Recognition 
Banquet on May 18, 2018.  The Scho-
lastic Banquet, sponsored by the Frid-
ley Lions Club, is held annually to hon-
or Fridley High School students who 
have earned high achievements and 
accolades. The Fridley Schools Foun-
dation awarded 77 scholarships total-
ing over $115,000 thanks to generous 
donations from community members 
and organizations. Three students were 
also awarded a total of $6,000 Sterling 
Award scholarships given by the Frid-
ley Alumni Choir.

Additionally, highlights from this 
year’s event include:

The STRIVE program recognized its 
10 senior participants. STRIVE, spon-
sored through the Fridley-Columbia 
Heights Rotary Club, is a scholar-
ship program that recognizes and re-
wards students who show the greatest 
improvement in grades during their 
senior year. The program challenges 
students to improve their work, gain 
self-confidence and discover the satis-
faction of achievement.

The GEAR UP (Gaining Early Aware-
ness and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs) program recognized four 

students who have been chosen to at-
tend a national Youth Leadership Sum-
mit in Washington D.C. this summer. 
GEAR UP, in partnership with Hen-
nepin Technical College, is a federal 
college readiness grant program which 
equips students with the resources 
and knowledge they need to prepare 
for post-secondary success. Participa-
tion in the upcoming Youth Leader-
ship Summit is exclusive - only 150 
students from across the country will 
be attending. Fridley High School stu-
dents include graduating seniors: Petra 
Owusu, Cassandra Corraya, Gabriela 
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Morales, and Chris Vazquez. Students 
will participate in four days of intense 
leadership training and will have the 
opportunity to present what they have 
learned at the conference’s closing 
ceremony.

International Baccalaureate (IB) 
Diploma Candidates and IB Schol-
ars were also recognized at the award 
ceremony. IB Diploma Candidates 
have completed the requirements 
of the IB Diploma Programme (DP) 
and are eligible to earn the interna-
tionally-recognized IB diploma. An 
“IB Scholar” is a student who chose 
to complete a rigorous program of 
study during the past two years. The 
students completed at least four IB DP 
courses, including the completion of 
the final IB exams. This year, 18 stu-
dents will graduate as DP Candidates 
and 25 students will graduate with the 
IB Scholar distinction.

A first in Fridley High School his-
tory, two graduates, Jozefa Vescio 
Schreiner and Justin Anderson, have 
officially completed the IB Career-re-
lated Programme (CP). The program 
was first implemented in 2016. Both 
Schreiner and Anderson were on the 
Information Technology Career Path-
way, one of the two CP pathways that 
Fridley High School offers. The stu-
dents took part in the rigorous aca-
demics of the DP and focused their 
learning specifically to their career 
fields, including the opportunity to 
earn an industry certification or cre-
dential. In addition, they explored 
skills for success in the workplace, 
studied an additional language, and 
participated in community service.

A total of 69 students earned hon-
ors designation, while 14 students 
were awarded the Presidential Educa-
tion Award. The criteria for this award 
are: students must have a cumula-

Scholastic Achievement & Recognition Banquet
continued from previous page

Four seniors will be participating in a GEAR UP Youth Leadership Conference 
this summer in Washington D.C. From left to right:  Chris Vazquez, Cassandra 
Corraya, Gabriela Morales, and Petra Owusu.

A total of 18 Fridley High School seniors are International Baccalaureate Di-
ploma Candidates and 25 seniors  have met the requirements of an IB Scholar.

tive GPA of 3.5 or above, and have 
received a score at or above the 80th 
percentile on a nationally-recognized 
standard achievement test or nation-
ally-standardized college admission 
examination.

Fridley Athletics also gave out vari-
ous awards, including the Tiger For 
Life, Fridley Activity Trifecta, Triple A 
Award, Athena Award, Senior MVPs, 
Senior Athletic Hall of Fame, Marine 
Corps Semper Fidelis, Marine Corps 
Scholastic Excellence, and the Marine 
Corps Outstanding Athlete Award.

Congratulations Fridley High 
School Class of 2018! We wish
 you the best of luck this fall!

STRIVE, sponsored through the Fridley-Columbia 
Heights Rotary Club, is a scholarship program that 
recognizes and rewards students who show the 
greatest improvement in grades during their senior 
year.
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Hundreds of Fridley students, staff 
and community members enjoyed a 
night of artistic expression at the an-
nual Fridley Fine Arts Festival (FFAF) 
on May 5, 2018. FFAF is a celebration of 
the great accomplishments of fine arts 
activities throughout the district, from 
pre-kindergarten through high school.

Attendees were immersed in the 
creative process experience, allowing 
them to not only observe achievement, 
but to also actively participate in artis-
tic self-expression. Guests were guided 
through the event by colored lines on 
the floor which corresponded to vari-
ous activities. Kids pounded on drums 
to cover glue art with confetti, and 
parents joined their children to play 
improv games. There were smiles ev-
erywhere as people conducted a mini-
band, strutted the runway for a cultural 
fashion show, created magnetic poetry 
and viewed student art featured in a 
massive gallery.

To cap off the night, guests enjoyed 

the FFAF showcase, featuring musical 
performances and presentations from 
Fridley students. Ending the show, stu-
dents gathered on stage to explain what 

the fine arts programs mean to them 
and the impact they have made on their 
lives. Students expressed gratitude for 
the friendships, having fun and having 
an outlet for creative expression.

“Expression of oneself, in the many 
forms that were represented at the festi-
val, acknowledges that art comes from 
many perspectives,” said Dan Wold, the 
district’s Auditorium and Events Coor-

dinator and one of the main organizers 
of the event. “We are proud to allow 
students the freedom to go where their 
passion takes them.”

“Once again, the resounding success 
of the 2018 Fridley Fine Arts Festival 
showed that the Fridley community 
values and supports the arts,” said An-
drew Haaheim, a Fridley High School 
teacher who helped to organize the 
event. “We want to thank each and ev-
ery person for their generous donations 
to help fund arts programs across the 
district, their participation in the festi-
val, and the joy they helped to create. 
We value you, we thank you, and we 
cannot wait to see you next year!”

“The audience is a crucial element of 
any performance,” Wold added. “The 
classic statement is so true. ‘Any per-
formance without an audience is just a 
dress rehearsal.’ We greatly appreciate 
all of the support that so many people 
have for our programs.”

“We are proud to allow 
students the freedom to go 
where their passion takes 
them.”

dAn wold
district AuditoriuM And 

events coordinAtor

To end the Fridley Fine Arts Festival showcase, Fridley Public Schools students gathered on 
stage to share what the fine arts program means to them. Students expressed gratitude for 
friendships, having fun and having an outlet for creative expression.
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Fridley Fine 
Arts Festival 

2018

Fridley Fine Arts Festival attendees were able 
to participate in the creative process and could 
actively participate in artistic self-expression. Pic-
tured is the drum confetti station, where guests 
could create a piece of art by banging on a drum 
with confetti. 

The Fridley High School band paraded around the 
Fridley Fine Arts Festival to lead attendees into 
the auditorium as the showcase began.

M.A.D. aka Making A Difference dance group

The FHS Improv Group performed short skits

Fridley African American Student Union held its annual cultural fashion 
show in the halls during the Fridley Fine Arts Festival.

4

Fridley High School jazz band performing at the FFAF showcase.

Many Fridley students, staff and 
community members celebrated 
the fine arts at the Fridley Fine Arts 
Festival on May 5. Students from 
Pre-K to Fridley High School show-
cased their various forms of creativ-
ity and talents for the community to 
enjoy. Donations raised will support 
Fridley fine arts programs.
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The Fridley High School English 
Learners (EL) program held its annual 
Senior Farewell celebration on May 11, 
2018. The purpose of the celebration is 
to honor all the graduating seniors who 
have participated in the EL program at 
the school over the last four years. By 
featuring the graduating EL students and 
showcasing their hard work and success 
inside and outside the classroom, the cel-
ebration aims to inspire current EL stu-
dents to achieve similar or greater levels 
of success themselves.

“It is always thrilling to see students 
succeed and to honor their accomplish-
ments,” said EL teacher Rachel Imholte. 
“The 2018 EL graduates are a wonderful 
group of students who are hardworking, 
intelligent, and perhaps most important, 
compassionate. I will miss their enthusi-
asm and their willingness to take risks, 
however, I am happy to see them move 
on and embrace new challenges.”

The class of 2018 has a total of 19 se-
niors who have been involved in the EL 
program. At the celebration, Imholte and 
EL teacher Susan Kim shared memories 
of the graduating students and what they 
will miss about their presence at Fridley 
High School.

Seniors then got the chance to offer 
words of advice to the current EL stu-
dents. Some students stressed the impor-
tance of always attending classes, putting 
in your best effort, and to never slacking 
off.

Senior Halah Abbood said when she 
first came to Fridley High School, she 
could hardly speak or write English.

“I tried my best to be better every year,” 
said Halah, who will graduate this May 
with high honors. “I’ve been through 
many challenges, but I’ve gotten over 

them because a lot of people were helping 
me, and I never gave up. My advice is to 
never give up, enjoy learning new things, 
be on time, and never skip classes!”

Senior Surour Zghair finished her re-
quired credits at the Fridley Area Learn-
ing Center (ALC), an alternative learning 
program in the district where students 
can work at their own pace to complete 
coursework, earning credits toward their 
high school diploma.

“I switched to the ALC my senior year 
because I decided I’m not going to waste 
any more time slacking,” Surour said. “I 
want to thank Ms. Imholte and Ms. Kim 
for everything. They gave me the best ad-
vice and helped me grow as a person.”

Congratulations to our EL graduating 
seniors! We are proud of what you have 
accomplished!

FHS seniors recognized at annual EL graduation celebration

The 2018 EL 
graduates are a 
wonderful group 
of students who are 
hardworking, 
intelligent, and 
perhaps most 
important, 
compassionate. 
I will miss their 
enthusiasm and 
their willingness to 
take risks, however, 
I am happy to see 
them move on and 
embrace new 
challenges.”

rAchel iMholte
el teAcher

Senior Surour Zghair offered words of advice to 
Fridley High School EL underclassmen during the 
annual Senior Farewell celebration on May 11.
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Avid students pArticipAte in 
nwsisd leAdership conference

Fridley High School 
AVID 10-12th grade 
students attended the 
Northwestern Subur-
ban Integration School 
District (NWSISD) 
Leadership Confer-
ence on May 14, 2018 
at the Minneapolis 
Marriott Northwest 
in Brooklyn Park. The 
conference allowed 
students to take part in 
various competitions 
and workshops, attend 
a college and career 
fair and participate in 
forums. Students from 
the Fridley African 
American Student Union, many of whom 
are also enrolled in the AVID program, 
presented their own workshop on “micro-
aggression” to conference attendees.

The purpose of the NWSISD Leadership 
Conference is to introduce and teach skills 
that promote college and career readiness. 
Workshop topics included “Average Be-
havior,” a session which explored ways to 
think above average, and “How to build 
a scholarship kit,” which taught students 
how to prepare their scholarships applica-
tions.

“This conference is valuable to our stu-
dents because it offers them the oppor-
tunity to further prepare for college and 
careers, as well as fine tune their commu-
nication and leadership skills,” said AVID 
Coordinator Liz Jensen.

Students were also able to compete 
against other students across district bor-
ders in various competitions, including 
AVID Jeopardy, employability skills, and 
“Shark Tank.”

Prior to the conference, AVID students 
developed their own presentations and 

visual displays, exploring either a college 
or career path. Students expressed ideas 
that highlighted the benefits of a school of 
their choice or the steps needed to enter a 
chosen career.

Sophomore Akira Boney chose the ca-
reer of a “forensics pathologist,” a career 
path she is interested in pursuing, to ana-
lyze and present. She explored the steps to 
complete the required education, which 
totals about 15 years.

Sophomore Olivia Martin-King chose 
“cosmetology,” a career path she is excited 
to learn more about.

“I liked this conference because I was 
able to explore more about my career and 
research more about different cosmetol-
ogy careers,” Olivia said. “It was also help-
ful because it helped me prepare myself 
with more professionalism and interview 
skills.” 

Other AVID students agreed. Sopho-
more Reana Hector enjoyed the College 
and Career Fair portion of the conference 
because she learned more about the differ-
ent teaching programs at various colleges.

 “I would definitely recommend this 
field trip to others if they are trying to 
make plans for themselves for later in life,” 
Reana said. “This really does help you get 
more prepared with the skills that you will 
need.”

AVID students discuss points of the “Microaggressions” 
workshop presented by Fridley High School AASU stu-
dents at the NWSISD Leadership Conference.
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Stevenson Elementary held an end-of-
the-year Integrity Celebration to recog-
nize student success and achievements on 
May 18, 2018. 

Integrity Celebrations are held 
throughout the school year as part of the 
Positive Behavior Intervention Supports 
(PBIS) program, with the purpose of cel-
ebrating students both academically and 
behaviorally.

 “These Integrity Celebrations are al-
ways exciting for our students,” said Ste-
venson Principal Daryl Vossler. “They 
help to create a positive school culture 
that recognizes our students’ accomplish-
ments in a fun celebratory way.”

 At the celebration, students were 
awarded special t-shirts in recognition 
of their participation in Perennial Math. 
Perennial Math is an advanced math op-
portunity with volunteer coaches. Stu-
dents participate in online competitions 
as a fun and exciting way to develop their 
math and problem-solving skills.

 Students were also awarded for their 
completion of the “Bedtime Math” pro-
gram. The program allows students to 
take home a “Bedtime Math” book, which 
includes stories with math problems are 

Stevenson Elementary celebrates 
student success at Integrity Celebration

fun and engaging. Students earn a t-shirt 
after they complete their “Bedtime Math” 
book.

The final exciting activity at the cele-
bration was a visit from “Stacy” the robot. 
“Stacy” belongs to an all-ladies robotics 
team from Mounds View High School 
called the “Ponytail Posse.” The team 
competes in the FIRST Robotics compe-
tition, where they design, build, program 
and operate robots in various challenges. 
This year, the team competed in the state, 
Midwest, and world competition with 
their robot.

 Two members of the “Ponytail Posse,” 
Sabriyah Taher and Heeral Narkhede, 
came to the celebration to demonstrate 
Stacy’s skills to excited Stevenson stu-
dents. Stevenson students and their teach-
ers competed against Stacy to stack foam 
blocks as quickly as they could while 
blindfolded.

 The “Ponytail Posse” has visited several 
different schools and community events 
to demonstrate their robot and share their 
mission: to encourage young girls to pur-
sue their interests in science, math and 
engineering.

 Sabriyah’s message to Stevenson stu-

dents was simple yet empowering. “If you 
like math or science, don’t be afraid to tell 
people about it and show that you’re in-
terested,” she said Sabriyah “Remember 
that math and science is for everybody 
and if you’re interested, you can do any-
thing to keep that interest going!”

 Heeral added, “Our team started from 
one girl who was interested in robot-
ics, and she recruited all of us to make it 
happen. Grab a couple friends and make 
them join a math or science program with 
you, you can see how fun this program 
can be!”

 Stevenson Elementary has a Code 
Camp, a popular after-school program 
among students. The program features 
a total of four after-school Code Camps 
with a different group of students each 
night during Learning Academy, an af-
ter school educational support program. 
Students can also earn t-shirts as an ini-
tiative, where they earn different colored 
t-shirts as they advance in their coding 
courses.

Top photo: Stevenson volunteers 
Ruth and Paul Bauhahn (pictured 
center) helped to arrange for the 
“Ponytail Posse” to attend the 
Integrity Celebration. Right & bot-
tom photo: Stevenson students race 
against the Ponytail Posse’s robot,  
Stacy, to quickly stack foam blocks.
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Fridley Public Schools hosts annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast

Fridley Public 
Schools recog-
nized and hon-
ored its volunteers 
at the 7th annual 
Volunteer Appre-
ciation Breakfast 
on May 10, 2018. 
These volunteers 
dedicate their 
time and energy 
to supporting 
Fridley students, 
teachers and pro-
grams in various 
ways that greatly 
benefit and en-
hance student 
learning experi-
ences throughout 
the year. This year, 
over 140 volunteers were recgonized.

“Volunteers truly give from the 
heart,” Fridley Public Schools Su-
perintendent Peggy Flathmann said. 
“Here at Fridley Public Schools, we 
are so lucky to have so many people 
who choose to support our district by 
lending a helping hand. We want to 
thank each and every one of you for 
all that you give to our students.”

Steve Klaers, a frequent volunteer 
throughout the district, had chil-
dren who went through the Fridley 
Public School system. Klaers is now 
involved with the Fridley-Columbia 
Heights Rotary Club, a big advocate 
for scholarships in the district. He 
assists with a highly effective schol-
arship program called STRIVE (Stu-
dents Taking a Renewed Interest in 
the Values of Education), as well as 
a junior achievement program at the 
high school.

“The takeaway for me is the smiles 
and just the grateful interchange 
that you get from some of the kids,” 

said Klaers. “Sometimes it doesn’t 
come right away, but you can sense 
the amount of appreciation from 
these kids after the program is over. 
It’s pretty hard to put a dollar value 
on something like that, so it’s very 
meaningful. I’m glad that I do it.”

Doug Haugland and Sue Kozarek 
are frequent volunteers at Steven-
son Elementary School. Haugland 
is a former teacher with the district, 
having worked at Hayes, Riverwood, 
Fridley Middle School and Steven-
son.

“Since I retired, I just automatically 
thought that I still want to be involved 
in the school system,” Haugland said. 
“So for the last 15 years, I’ve been 
able to volunteer and help out.”

Both Haugland and Kozarek as-
sist with many tasks at Stevenson, 
including filling Wednesday folders, 
helping with the kindergarten buddy 
program, making copies, and any-
thing that teachers need help with.

From tutoring students and chap-

eroning on field trips to working as 
sports boosters and manning the 
concessions at sporting events, fun-
draising for schools and supporting 
students and families with much 
needed supplies, volunteers cover a 
number of jobs both inside and out-
side the classroom.

Volunteers pictured are: (Back row, left to right) Yolanda Jones, Matt Burrous, Cindy Ness, Julie Haugstad, 
Jeff Brandt, Doug Haugland, Rev. Laura Smidzik, Raeann Dargis, Bob Becker, Sara Jones, Lashawnta Co-
peland (Front row, left to right) Steve Klaers, Mike Zerby, Judy Zerby, Pam Maurelli, Sue Kozarek, Michelle 
Freichels, Mary Bowen, Brenda Wetzel. Not pictured: Pastor Jason Deshaw, Marion Bernard, Dawson 
Blanck, Nea Dallavalle, Phil Johnson, Harris Jones, Shenequa Julien, Marcy Martin, Pastor John Niewald, 
Pastor David Preston, Michelle Robertson, Tim Sanders, Angela Taye, Carol Thornton.

“The takeaway for me is 
the smiles and just the 
grateful interchange 
that you get from some 
of the kids,” 

steve KlAers
fridleY public schools 

volunteer

For a full list of volunteers, 
see page 4
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Fridley Public Schools would like to thank all its wonderful volunteers! We deeply 
appreciate your generosity and commitment to the success of our students!

Hiba Amro, Shelley Anderson, Jennifer Bardenpratt, Jane Barnette, Ruth and Paul Bauhahn, Bob Becker, Jennifer Berger, Marion Ber-
nard, Alisha Best, Brenda Bethel, Dawson Blanck, Robyn Blanks, Alex Bly, Ashley Bowen, Mary Bowen, Jana Brady, Jeff Brandt, Tom 
Buirge, Matt Burrous, Erin Callahan, Center Church, Laura Chatham, Lashawnta Cope, Lauren Culbert, Raeann Dargis, Nea Dellavalle, 
Jason Deshaw, Donald Ealey, Christina Edgerton, Emmanuel Christian Church, Cindy Evensen, Sunny and Jill Fite, Lynnae Fitzgerald, 
Joe and Cheryl Fredrickson, Michelle Freichels, Fridley and Columbia Heights Rotary Club, Fridley Lion’s Club, Fridley United Method-
ist Church, Gene and Elaine Gardner, Andrea Gleckner, Grace Evangelical Free Church, Michelle Hatten, Doug Haugland, Julie Haug-
stad, David Hauschild, Isabella Hazelton, Stephen Hengen, Brandon Hershey, Keri Hinnenkamp, Sadie Holland, Lance Hybben, Patty 
Jackson, Twila Jensen, Melissa Johnson, Paula Johnson, Phil Johnson, Chelsea Jones, Harris and Yolanda Jones, Robert Jones, Sara Jones, 
Shenequa Julien, Larae Kazmierkoski, Steven Klaers, Sue Kozarek, Jennifer Layman, Nancy Long, Melissa Loven, Jennie Marquardt, 
Marcy Martin, Pam Maurelli, Karen and Partick McCoy, Estella and Homer Melton, Michael Servetus Unitarian Church, Mindy Millar, 
Barb Miller, Pastor Brian Montague, Sue Moore, Leif and Nicole Nelsen, Cindy Ness, Pastro John Niewald, Jaime Olivera, Andrea Olson, 
Pastor Kevin Osell, Blayne Parkos, Passion Church, Gina Paton, Kathy Peacock, Aleshia and Gerry Pehl, Lyn Peterson, Holli Pierce, 
Ryan Ponthan, Tonya Poppen, Pastor David Preston, Courtney and Steve Rathke, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Jennifer Reichert, Melissa 
Resemius, Michelle Robertson, Tim Sanders, Annie Saukko, Debbie Schmitt, Melissa Schwen, Lanka Seferovic, Mark Shaw, Rev. Laura 
Smidzik, Nancy and Trent Smith, Lindsey Sniezek, Will and Anne Stevenson, Angela Taye, Carol Thornton, Doug Westholter, Brenda 
Wetzel, Jean Wontor, Judy and Mike Zerby.

Registration is not needed for programs at Fridley Middle School and 
Stevenson Elementary School. Meals will be provided at the following 
sites and times:

• Fridley Middle School Cafeteria 
Meals served 11:30 – 12:00 

• Stevenson Elementary School Cafeteria 
Meals served 11:45 – 12:15 

Dates: June 12 – July 27, 2018, Monday through Friday
Please note: No meals served July 2-6

Check out the three ways to locate free meals:

1. Download the FREE “Summer Eats Minnesota” app from your smart-
phone’s app store, and find serving sites near you!
2. Visit www.fns.usda.gov/ summerfoodrocks for more information!
3. Text “summer meals” to 97779. Have your address ready and find the 
serving sites near you!

Fridley Public Schools is participating in the 2018 Summer Food Service 
Program, where meals will be provided to children (ages 18 and under) 
without charge.

Questions?  Call 763-502-5022. USDA is an equal opportunity provider.

2018 Summer Food Service Program

www.fns.usda.gov/ summerfoodrocks 
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Eight Fridley Public Schools retirees 
were honored at the Retirement Re-
ception on May 17, 2018. The event 
recognized and celebrated over 133 
years of combined service that the fol-
lowing soon-to-be-retired employees 
have given to the Fridley school dis-
trict and community.

Fridley Public Schools retirees 
recognized at Retirement Reception

Ingrid Guse
Community Education Instructor at FCC

Ingrid Guse is a 
longtime and loyal 
employee who has 
worked with the 
Fridley school dis-
trict for 21 years. 
Through her ca-
reer at Fridley, 

Guse has worked at the Fridley Com-
munity Center, Stevenson Elemen-
tary and ended her time in the district 
working with infants, which was the 
joy of her heart.

“She was instrumental in help-
ing the infant toddler program,” said 
Community Education Director Toni 
Craft. “She loves working with the 
babies and I hope she will come back 
to volunteer as a rockin’ nana.” The 
Rockin’ Nana program at the Fridley 
Community Center is an opportunity 
for seniors to volunteer to work with 
toddlers and infants.

Craft described Guse as attentive 
and nurturing and that she always 
“treated every child with dignity and 
respect.” She added that Guse was 
always willing to jump in feet first 
to research or gather supplies when 
it came to new activities or events in 
the program. Guse was also known 
for dressing up in outrageous and cre-
ative costumes on special occasions.

Jinny Ranallo
Paraprofessional at Hayes Elementary

Jinny Ranallo has 
been a paraprofes-
sional at Hayes El-
ementary School 
for 16 years. She 
has served in a va-
riety of roles in ad-
dition to being in 

the classroom. She worked as a faith-
ful and trustworthy crossing guard 
on Monroe and Mississippi Street for 
many years, and most recently, served 
as the front parking lot attendant, with 
safety of students always in mind.

Hayes Principal John Piotraschke 
described Ranallo as patient and a 
wonderful coach, as well as someone 
with high expectations for her stu-
dents. She has worked as a small group 
leader, served students in the special 
education program, and served on the 
Hayes PTO while her children attend-
ed school at Hayes.

Terri Rieser 
Special Education Coordinator for the District

Terri Rieser has 
worked in many 
areas of the Frid-
ley School Dis-
trict. Rieser de-
veloped the STAR 
program for grade 
6-12 students with 

special needs; supported students as 
a resource teacher and dean; coor-
dinated the 21st century grant; gave 
students after-school program oppor-
tunities; coordinated extended school 
year, summer school classes, and tar-
geted services; and helped to support 
colleagues as an instructional leader 
and special education coordinator.

“I think your ability to really see 
the good in our most challenging stu-
dents truly has given them opportu-
nities that they wouldn’t have,” Tanya 
Tally, Special Education Coordinator, 
said about Rieser. “That impacts their 
lives, futures, and their families and 
we all love and respect you for that.”

Back row, l-r: JoAnn Rusinak, Marsha Savelkoul. Front 
row, l-r: Mattie Yamauchi, Dr. Peggy Flathmann, Terri 
Rieser at the Retirement Reception
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Rick Robel
Media Specialist at Fridley High School

Rick Robel is a 
media specialist 
at Fridley High 
School and coor-
dinates yearbook 
at the school. Rick 
has had a 38-year 
career in educa-

tion, teaching and coaching in various 
school districts. He began at Fridley 
Public Schools in 2008 and coached 
the boys soccer team for four years.

Rick assists staff members and stu-
dents with all aspects of the media 
center, ensures that the Grand March 
happens at prom, helps with copy and 
printing needs, formally produced the 
daily announcements, and oversees the 
video production of the school’s com-
mencement ceremony.

Activities Director Dan Roff de-
scribed Rick as “authentic, humble, 
and always sees the best in people.”

“I can’t quantify what he does for 
our climate and our school, and I know 
that we will miss his presence next 
year,” Roff said. “Rick exemplifies what 
I think is the best in educators.”

JoAnn Rusinak
ECSE Teacher at FCC

JoAnn Rusinak is 
an Early Child-
hood Special Edu-
cation (ECSE) 
Teacher and served 
18 dedicated years 
at Fridley Public 
Schools.

Rusinak taught at Stevenson El-
ementary prior to teaching at ECSE, 
and has also collaborated with the 
English Learners program. She is also 
a musician and the students greatly en-

Mattie Yamauchi
Paraprofessional at Fridley Middle School

Mattie Yamauchi 
has been a parapro-
fessional at Fridley 
Middle School for 
18 years. She has 
spent the major-
ity of her time at 
the middle school 

working with students with autism.
“She’s spent a lot of time working 

with students in that program, work-
ing on developing relationships with 
students, always trying to meet their 

Dr. Peggy Flathmann
Superintendent for Fridley Public Schools 

Superintendent Dr. 
Peggy Flathmann 
has served as Frid-
ley Public Schools 
superintendent for 
nine years and be-
gan with the dis-
trict as Director of 

Educational Services in 2005.
Continuing on the IB journey started 

by the previous superintendent, Flath-
mann was full steam ahead working on 
the authorization of all schools as In-
ternational Baccalaureate (IB) World 
Schools. Once authorized, the IB class-
es would be available to all students at 
every level, ensuring that everyone has 
access to rigor and academic challenge.

School Board Chair Mary Kay Delvo 
described Flathmann as a visionary, 
someone who can masterfully opera-
tionalize and build relationships.

“She has a pulse on the entire dis-
trict, yet was never overhanded in how 
she did that,” Delvo said. “That’s a skill 
and a gift and we thank you for sharing 
that with us. She has an artistry in her 
leadership.”

Marsha Savelkoul
Paraprofessional at Stevenson Elementary

Marsha Savelkoul 
has been a para-
professional at Ste-
venson Elementary 
for six years.

Stevenson Prin-
cipal Daryl Vossler 
described Savelk-

oul as hard-working, humble, and that 
she makes students feel good about 
coming to school.

“She’s willing to do some of the 
hardest work. You don’t have to say 
any more about those kinds of people. 
They don’t get acknowledged enough 
for it,” said Vossler. “Her kids just smile 
at the end of the day and that’s what I 
really love seeing her do every single 
day.”

joy when she plays her guitar.
“She’s a great teammate, collabora-

tor, and has a wealth of ideas to draw 
from whenever we are in a meeting,” 
said Principal of Alternative Services 
Dr. Jason Bodey. “She is also a very 
kind, nurturing and skillful teacher.”

needs, both socially and academically,” 
said FMS Principal Amy Cochran.

Teachers at FMS described Yamau-
chi as lovely, thoughtful, caring, pas-
sionate, empathetic, warm and kind.

“Her smile and warm demeanor will 
be greatly missed at the middle school 
and we are so thankful for all of her 
years of service,” said Cochran.

Congratulations to all our Fridley Public 
Schools retirees! Our students have been 
so fortunate to have the privilege of your 
expertise, work ethic, and your commit-
ment. We thank you for your years of 
service, and we wish each of you a happy 
retirement!


